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Considerations checklist for Acceleration

The following characteristics can be seen in high potential and gifted children. Indicate how much each
statement describes your child. Mark on the scale if you strongly agree (SA) through to strongly disagrees
(SD) with the description. The examples provided are underneath are to provide you with some guidance

My child:

SA                       SD           U

a) has quick accurate recall of information.
(e.g. remembers complex happenings and describes them long afterwards in
clear details; learns notes and words to songs quickly; immediately remembers
facts and parts of conversations heard earlier)

b) shows intense curiosity and deeper knowledge than other children their age.
(e.g. insatiable need to know and explore; collects things and then learns all they
can about them, recounts facts about interests in detail)

C) is empathetic, feels more deeply than so other children their age. (e.g. feels
unusually hurt when they displease someone; show pride in advanced
accomplishments; is sensitive to others’ feelings and shows distress at other
children or adults distress; reads body language)

d) has advanced reading, writing, vocabulary or numeracy skills for their age.
(e.g. learned to read or count early without formal instruction; correctly uses
vocabulary adults would expect from older children; reads texts beyond age level,
uses simpler words when talking to peers or younger children)

e) excellent comprehension skills
(e.g. listens intently; understands and acts upon instructions more complex than
usual for their age, frequently and persistently asks how and why questions; is
not satisfied with simple answers.)

f) shows strong motor skills development
(e.g. walked early, fed self sooner than other children; demonstrates greater
physical coordination during sports or games; uses fingers with dexterity)

g) shows leadership abilities
(e.g. sought out by other children for play ideas; adapts their own words and
expectations to meet the needs or skill level of playmates, may be seen as bossy,
uses verbal skills to deal with conflicts or to influence other children)

h) is resourceful and improvises well
(e.g. finds unique or non-traditional ways to work or play; plays for long periods
of time with imaginary friends; can make up believable endings to stories; uses
various household objects to make inventions or solve problems)

i) uses imaginative methods to accomplish tasks
e.g. presents unique methods to accomplish tasks; presents unique arguments in
order to convince others to allow them to do or get things


